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Remarks 

The final Office Action mailed 02 October 2003 has been received and 
reviewed. Claims 17, 38, and 56 having been amended, and claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-10, 18-21, 24-27, 
30-37, and 49-55 having been canceled, the pending claims are claims 11, 17, 38, 56, and 57. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections are respectfully requested. 

AHowedXlaims 

Applicants thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 1 1 and 57 are 

allowable. 

Restriction Requirement 

Although Applicants do not agree with the Restriction Requirement, all 
claims to primers, methods, or kits that do not include reference to ihe PSE1, PSE4, CARB3 
beta-lactamase enzymes have been canceled. Applicants have also amended method claims 17 
and 38 to be specific to $uch enzymes. Thus, reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction 
with respect to these two method claims is respectfully requested. Because the kit claims with 
analogous language have been examined, it is respectfully submitted that this should not involve 
an undue burden. 

The 35 UJS.C §103 Rejection 

The Examiner rejected claim 56 under 35 ILS.Q §103 as being unpatentable 
over Sandvang et al. (FEMS Microbiology Letters, 157:177-181, 1997) in view of Fluit et al. 
(WO 91/08305). Claim 56 was also rejected under 35 U-S-C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ariel et a), (FEMS Microbiology Letter, 82:19-26, 1991) in view of Fluit et al. (WO 91/08305). 
These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 56 has been amended to clarify that the kit is for detecting a PSEI 7 
PSE4, or CARB3 family beta-Jactamase within Gram Negative organisms using a primer pair 
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characteristic of the PSE1, PSE4, and CARB3 families of bcta-lactamase enzymes, wherein each 
primer includes 15-35 nucleotides. This is supported by the .specification at page 1, line 12, page 
7, lines 1 0-1 1, and page 13 s lines 25-29. None of the cited art teaches or suggests the use of 
primers of 15-35 nucleotides pairs (as opposed to probes of much larger size as disclosed by 
Arlet) that are characteristic of the PSE1 S PSE4, and CARB3 families of beta-lactamase 
enzymes. 



Summary 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims 1 1 , 17, 38 s 56, and 57 arc 

in condition for allowance and notification to that effect is respectfully requested. The Examiner 

is invited to contact Applicants 7 Representatives, at the below-listed telephone number, if it is 

believed that prosecution of this application may be assisLed thereby. 

RespectfuUy submitted for 
HANSON et ah 

By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
P.O.Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Phone: (612) 305-1220 
Facsimile: (612) 305-1228 
CustomecJNurnber 26813 



(^ ^m-a am? 

Date/] 1 




AMM/kjm 



Ann M. Mueting 
Reg. No. 33,977 
Direct Dial (612)305-1217 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 6 J ,8 ; 

The undersigned hereby certifies that ihc Transmittal Leucr and the papers), as described hereinabove, are being transmitted by 
facsimile in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .6(d) lo the Pmcni and Trademark Office, addressed m Assistant Commissioner for Patents. 
P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this ST jfr day of Januorv . 2004. at _ A-'OOOh (Cam ml Time) 
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